
February 27, 2024 

P.O. Box 94749 
Seattle, WA 98124-4749 

Re: Alki Point Healthy Street 

Dear Mayor Harrell, 

We appreciate and support your initiative to increase trust and restore confidence in local government’s ability to 
serve residents. In that spirit we hope you will consider halting the conversion of Alki Point to a Healthy Street until 
its impacts are fully evaluated, and before the changes are irrevocable.  

We are a coalition of nonprofit organizations and individuals who live in West Seattle. We are concerned that SDOT’s 
decisions were made with limited public input and in contradiction of its own guidelines for Healthy Streets. is 
letter is a follow-up to letters we sent on behalf of e Whale Trail and Seal Sitters in January (attached). 

Please consider the following: 

1. Alki Point features a public shoreline and city park, adjacent to a marine reserve. Its wide sidewalks, ample parking 
and inspiring views attract visitors from all around the city, state and world. People come to Alki to storm-watch, 
bird-watch, whale-watch, and beachcomb at low tide; to walk, bike, skate, run or simply enjoy the view. For 
generations, Alki Point has provided respite and recreation for a broad and diverse general public.  

2. In 2020, SDOT designated Alki Point as a “Keep Moving Street” and closed the street to vehicles except for local 
traffic. Street Closed signs kept most people away, and effectively turned the point into a semi-private park for nearby 
residents. In 2022, with strong support from local homeowners, the closure was made permanent, and Alki Point 
became a Healthy Street. 

3. In its information-gathering,  SDOT relied heavily on a 2021 public survey.  Only 2050 people participated in the 
survey, which represents less than 3% of the West Seattle population. Of those, 58% of the respondents lived in the 
Alki Point neighborhood. 

• e survey did not include a “Status quo” alternative that would have reverted the Point to its previous use. 
West Seattle never got to answer the question: Should Alki Point be converted to a Healthy Street?  

4. In 2022, SDOT announced a preferred design, which included the removal of five parking spaces along Alki Ave. 
SW. In October 2023, SDOT revealed a final design which called for the additional removal of 62 parking spaces 
from the west side of Beach Drive—a drastic change. e impact of this change was made worse because it came as a 
surprise— the public was not made aware of this decision until aer it was final. Other harmful impacts are as 
follows: 

• Traffic will be pushed into neighboring streets, where parking is already a problem, especially during 
summer and special events. 

• e only ADA parking spaces will be on the east side of the street, away from the beach and the view. 
• Public confidence in SDOT has been shaken. e removal of parking spaces at this scale is in violation of 

SDOT’s own Healthy Street guidelines.  

We believe that the City has erred in closing these streets, and in removing the parking spaces along Beach Drive. 
is soul-nurturing view, and access to marine life, should not belong to a privileged few. Converting Alki Point to a 
“healthy street” has made it less accessible, less diverse, and less safe.  

Please halt this project until its impacts are fully evaluated, and the decision-making process is more robust, 
transparent, and representative. We would welcome the chance to meet with you or your staff, perhaps in an onsite 
visit.  

We look forward to hearing from you. ank you for considering. 

Donna Sandstrom, Founder/Director, e Whale Trail donna@thewhaletrail.org, (206) 919-5397 
Victoria Nelson, Seal Sitters Volunteer First Responder, johnvick@comcast.net, 5544-(206) 938  
Vlad Oustivomich AIA, Former Chair, District 1 Community Network, vlad@voka.us, (206) 948-8815 
Leo Shaw, former Education Director, Seattle Aquarium, buz13@comcast.net  (206) 762-7069  


